
SAN JUAN COUNTY, UTAH 
Utah’s Canyon Country! 

 
County Seat: Monticello 

Population in 2006: 14,460 
 

 San Juan County was formed in 1880.  It was named San Juan because the 
San Juan River flows through the southern part of the county.  It is the Four 
Corners area of the southwest USA, where Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and 
Arizona meet at a single point.  The County covers over 8,000 square miles.  It is 
the largest county in Utah and one of the largest in the nation.  
 
 People have lived in this area for more than 8,000 years.  The first people 
were the Ancient Ones who lived on farms and in small villages.  Ruins of their 
homes are here for us to see.  The Spanish explored this area of Utah between 
1765 and 1776 while they were looking for a route from Santa Fe, New Mexico to 
California.  The Old Spanish Trail crosses through San Juan County.  Spanish 
families settled in this area as they came through with large cattle herds from New 
Mexico.  Cowboys, outlaws, and ranchers all lived in San Juan County in the early 
1800s.  In 1879 the Mormon church sent a party of pioneers from Parowan, Utah 
into southeast Utah.  These pioneers crossed sand, traveled through forests, 
climbed over mountains, and cut the Hole-In-The-Rock Trail through solid rock.  
Farmers began arriving in the late1800s and many ranches and farms are still 
owned by the original families.  In the mid-1900s uranium was discovered in Dry 
Valley, north of Monticello, and the boom that followed changed this area forever.  
People from all over the country came to this remote part of Utah and many stayed 
to make their homes here. Today, people are moving here from large cities all over 
the country.  
 

SAN JUAN COMMUNITIES 
  

 La Sal: La Sal is a Spanish phrase and means, the 
salt.  In the winter, when there is snow on the La Sal 
Mountains, they look like piles of salt.  Spanish ranchers 
settled La Sal but did not build a town. The school in La 
Sal is a one room school where different grades meet in 
the same room from kindergarten through fourth grade.  
There are 21 students in the La Sal school.  La Sal is a 

ranching and mining community.  A new copper mine is close to La Sal, so some 
people who work at the mine live there.  La Sal is also close to Canyonlands 
National Park.  



 Monticello:  Monticello is the county seat.  That 
means it is the location of the county government offices.  It 
was named after Thomas Jefferson’s home in Virginia, 
although they are pronounced differently. Our Monticello is 
Monta-sello (like jello), Jefferson’s is Monte-chello (like the 
musical instrument).  The Abajo mountains are next to the 
town.  Many people in Monticello grow wheat or raise cattle.  

There are many people who work in the county offices or for the state or federal 
government.  Wheat is grown on dry farms where the farmer depends on rain and 
snow pack to water the crop.  There are stores, schools, churches, and a hospital in 
Monticello.  Canyonlands National Park is near Monticello.  

 
 Eastland: Eastland is a very small community east of 
Monticello.  Wheat farmers and cattle ranchers live in 
Eastland.  There are no stores, only homes and a church.  
The village is surrounded by wheat fields and pasture.  
 
  
 Blanding:  Blanding was first called Grayson, but the 

name was changed to Blanding because Thomas Bicknell 
promised a library to any town that would take his wife’s 
maiden name.  There are wheat farms and ranches near 
Blanding.  There are stores, schools, churches, and health 
care offices in Blanding.  The College of Eastern Utah and 
Utah State University both have branches in Blanding.  
Edge of the Cedars State Park & Museum and the 

Dinosaur Museum are there and Natural Bridges National        
Monument is nearby.  
 
       White Mesa:  White Mesa is on the White Mesa Ute 
Reservation.  The Ute people who live here are part of the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.  
There is a small store and a church in White Mesa.  Many people who live there 
work in Blanding.   
 

      Bluff:  Bluff was the first town in San Juan County.  It was 
settled by the people who traveled the Hole-In-The-Rock 
Trail.  It is on the banks of the San Juan River.  Bluff was 
home to the Ancient Ones and ruins of their homes are all 
around the town.  Many of the pioneer homes are still in Bluff.  
A school, churches, and small stores are in Bluff.  Many 
artists live and work in Bluff.  Many tourists stay in Bluff during 

          the summer. 
 
 



     Montezuma Creek:  This community is on the Navajo 
Reservation or Navajo Nation.  It is near the Aneth Oil Field.  
Oil is still being pumped from this field which is one of the 
largest in North America.  There are a small store, churches, 
and schools in Montezuma Creek.  Hovenweep National 
Monument is nearby.  
 
    Aneth:  Aneth is much like Montezuma Creek.  They are 

near one another and are both home to people how work in the oil field.  Aneth is 
also on the Navajo Nation.  Hovenweep National Monument is near Aneth.  

 
 Mexican Hat / Halchita:  Mexican Hat is named for the 
rock near the town that looks like a Mexican sombrero.  The 
town is next to the San Juan River and is a tiny village with 
small stores, an elementary school, and churches.  Oil was 
discovered at Mexican Hat in 1882.  There are no oil wells 
here now.  Halchita is across the river on the Navajo Nation.  
It is a small village where people live but there are no stores.  

 
           Monument Valley / Oljee’To:  Monument Valley is on 

the southern border of San Juan County and is on the Navajo 
Nation.  Visitors come from all over the world to see the 
valley and learn about the Navajo people.  Many movies 
have been made in Monument Valley.  Ooljee’To looks 
different to us because it is written in the Navajo language.  
Say it like Ole-Jay-Toe.  The Navajo people in Monument 
Valley and Ooljee’To do not live in towns.  Their houses are 
not close to each other.  The land in Monument Valley is 

desert and very sandy.  There is one store and gas station, a post office and high 
school in Monument Valley.  Gouldings Lodge is also in Monument Valley. 
 
           Navajo Mountain:  Navajo Mountain is also on the 
Navajo Nation.  It is very remote and hard to reach from the rest of San Juan 
County.  You have to drive into Arizona, the state south of Utah, to get there.  There 
is a very small store and a school in Navajo Mountain.  Navajo people live in this 
remote town.  
 
 
 
 



MINING IN SAN JUAN COUNTY 
 The first miners were looking for gold and silver.  In 1883, gold was found 
near the Colorado River where Lake Powell is today.  Later, gold was found along 
the San Juan River.  But there was not much gold and many miners were 
disappointed.   
 Copper was been mined in the county in the past and a new copper mine is 
now open near the community of La Sal.  The new mine uses huge trucks to haul 
the ore.  People from San Juan County and communities in nearby Colorado work 
at the mine.  
 Oil was found in 1879 by E. L. Goodridge.  He saw bubbles of oil coming from 
the loose rocks at the edge of the San Juan River near Mexican Hat.  Oil is pumped 

today from the Aneth Oil Field, one of the largest fields in the 
United States.  The Aneth field in near the communities of 
Montezuma Creek and Aneth. 
 Uranium was discovered in San Juan County in the early 
part of the 20th century.  This discovery sparked the Uranium 
Boom.  Madam Curie, a French scientist, was one of the first 
people to use uranium.  She used ore from San Juan County.  
Many people worked in the uranium industry until the 1980s.  
Uranium mining is no longer a major industry but money from 
uranium helped build our communities.    
 

 
PLACES TO VISIT IN SAN JUAN COUNTY 

 People travel from all over the world to see the sights in our county.   
  
 Dead Horse Point State Park is in the northern part of our county.  It has this 

odd name because cowboys used the point as a corral.  The park is 
high on a mesa with a narrow entrance.  The cowboys would build 
a fence across the narrow part of the entrance to keep the horses 
inside.  One time the cowboys could not come back for the hoses 
and they died.  That is why the park is named Dead Horse Point.  
Dead Horse Point is closer to Moab than to the nearest town in San 
Juan County. 



 Canyonlands National Park is made up of deep canyons and high mesas of 
red colored sandstone. The park is divided into four ’districts’: 
Island In The Sky,  the Needles, the Maze, and the river.  Island 
In The Sky in closer to Moab.  The Needles is closer to La Sal 
and Monticello, the Maze is on the west side of the Colorado 
River and is in Wayne and Garfield Counties. People who like to 
drive jeeps are challenged by the four wheel drive roads in the 

park.  There are many hiking trails in the park, too.  
 
 Newspaper Rock Recreation Site is near the Needles District of 

Canyonlands National Park.  A large rock is covered with 
petroglyphs or rock art, where ancient people carved images on 
the rock.  Because the rock is close to Indian Creek, we think 
they may have been leaving messages for others stopping at the 
same place to camp or get water.  The images are carved into 
the layer of ‘desert varnish’ on the rock.  This is a dark layer on 
the surface of the rock.  It is there because of minerals working 
together with water and air.  When it is carved, the lighter rock 
underneath shows through.  Many of the images are of animals  

     or people.  No one really knows what they mean.  This small  
     recreation site is near Monticello.  
 
 Canyon Rims Recreation Area is a large area that includes mesas, 

canyons, and mountains.  Pronghorn Antelope live in part of the 
area.  Cowboys pasture their cattle here and hikers walk through 
the canyons.  Many Indian ruins are found in Canyon Rims.  You 
can drive, camp, use your ATV, bicycle, and hike in the area.  It 
is near Monticello and Canyonlands National Park.  
 
 

 One hundred years ago Dark Canyon Wilderness Area was a hideout for 
outlaws and before the outlaws the ancient people known as 
Anasazi lived in the area.  Today, people back-pack in the 
canyon.  It is part desert and part mountain.  It is near both 
Monticello and Blanding. 

 



  
 The Manti-La Sal National Forest is full of trails and campgrounds high in 

the mountains.  The mountains are cooler than the desert and 
it is fun the camp there in the summer when it is very hot in the 
desert.  People can hike, ride bicycles or horses, and drive 
through the mountains.  They can fish and find wild flowers.  
The forest is fir and ponderosa pine with aspen scattered 
across the hillsides.  Mule deer, turkeys, mountain lion, bear, 
hawks, badger, and many other animals live in the forest.  This 

       National Forest is near Blanding and Monticello.  
 
 There are three natural stone bridges in Natural Bridges National 

Monument.  One of the bridges is tall enough that the state 
capitol building in Salt Lake City and the national capitol 
building in Washington, DC would each fit under it.  The 
bridges have names in the Hopi language: Sipapu (See Pa’ 
Poo), Kachina (Ka Cheen’ Na), and Owachomo (Oh Watch’ O 
Moe).  You can see all the bridges from Bridge View Drive in 
the park or you can hike to each one.  You can also hike into 
the canyon and to all the bridges.  These are three of the 
world’s largest natural stone bridges.  The park is near 
Blanding. 

 
 This is a picture of Turkey Pen Ruin in Grand Gulch Primitive Area.  This is 

a canyon that was home to many ancient people between 700 
and 2,000 years ago.  Ruins of their homes and yards as well 
as rock art are found here.  You cannot drive a vehicle into 
Grand Gulch, you must walk or ride a horse.  Grand Gulch 
Primitive Area is near Blanding. 
 

  From the high mesa at Goosenecks State Park you can see many miles.  
The San Juan River is more than 1,000 feet below the park.  
The goosenecks are the twists and turns of the river.  This is 
the longest river ‘meander’ in North America. The river flows 
six miles through the goosenecks but advances toward Lake 
Powell only a mile and a half.  You can see over 300 million 
years of geology in the surrounding land.  Some of the layers 
were here before the dinosaurs lived on the earth.  The park is 

         near Mexican Hat.  



 Valley of the Gods is full of sandstone shapes that have funny names like 
the Seven Sailors, Setting Hen, and Lady in the Bathtub.  The dirt 
road through the valley is easy to drive and the sandstone shapes 
are along the road.  Valley of the Gods is a miniature Monument 
Valley but not as many people visit this area.  You can drive or ride a 
bicycle through the valley and you can hike and camp in the valley.   
 
 
        

 The Moki Dugway is the roadway that drops off Cedar Mesa to the Valley of 
the Gods.  It is 1,000 feet from top to bottom.  It was built so 
ore trucks could travel from the uranium mines on Cedar 
Mesa to the mill that used to be in Mexican Hat.  The Moki 
Dugway twists and turns as it climbs the cliff.  From the top of 
the dugway you can see Monument Valley far to the south.  
The Moki Dugway is near Mexican Hat. 
 

 
 Beautiful Monument Valley is know all over the world and people come from 

everywhere to visit and see the monuments.  Many movies and 
television commercials and ads have been made in Monument 
Valley.  The Navajo Tribal Park is in the valley and many 
Navajo people live there.  This picture is of the Mittens, can 
you tell why these shapes are called the Mittens?  Many 
sandstone shapes are in the valley.  Some have interesting 
names like the Bear and the Honey Pot, Zeus On His Throne, 
and the Stagecoach.  Monument Valley is near the Arizona 
border. 
 

 This is the only place in the United States where four states meet.  The Four 
Corners Monument is where Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, 
and Colorado share a common point.  There is a marker 
where all four state flags are displayed.  You can visit the 
park and put your hands in two states and your feet in two 
states and be in four states at the same time! 
 
 

 Edge of the Cedars State Park & Museum is a place where ancient pottery, 
baskets, sandals, weapons, and other items are stored.  These 
items once belonged to the Ancient Ones who lived here 
hundreds of years ago.  The park museum is a good place to 
learn about the ancient people.   



 Hovenweep National Monument was once a busy community of ancient 
people.  Homes and towers are at the monument.  The towers 
are interesting because they are unique to this area.  Some 
people believe the towers were used in communication from 
one village to another.  You can hike, camp, and visit the ruins 
at this monument near Montezuma Creek and Aneth.  
 
 
 

 
 Lake Powell & Glen Canyon National Recreation Area is a fun place to 

boat, fish, and water ski.  There are 1,800 miles of shoreline at 
Lake Powell - more than there is on the west coast of 
California!  Glen Canyon Recreation Area surrounds the lake 
and is a remote place to hike or camp.  You can rent 
houseboats, fishing boats, and water skis at the lake.  Many 
people take a boat into the small canyons and camp.  People 
catch Stripers, Bass, and other fish at the lake.  Tours take 
people to Rainbow Bridge National Monument and the John 
Atlantic Burr ferry carries cars and people across the lake from 
Halls Crossing Marina to Bullfrog Marina.     
 

 Rainbow Bridge National Monument is part of Glen Canyon Recreation 
Area.  It is on the side of the lake that is the Navajo Nation.  
The bridge is a sacred place to the Navajo people.  The bridge 
is 300 feet tall, 278 feet from end to end, 33 feet wide at the 
top, and 42 feet thick at the top.  It is the largest natural stone 
bridge in the world!  San Juan County has four of the largest 
natural stone bridges in the world with Rainbow Bridges and 
the three bridges in Natural Bridges National Monument.    
 
 

SAN JUAN COUNTY RIVERS 
 The Green, Colorado, and San Juan Rivers are in our 
county.  Even though these rivers flow through the county, it is 
a desert.  The water is in deep river canyons and cannot reach 
the land above.   
 The Green and Colorado Rivers come together at the 
‘confluence’.  In this picture you can see the larger river on the 
left with another river joining it from the right.  From this point 
on the river is known as the Colorado River.  This confluence is 
in Canyonlands National Park.  Many people float past the 
confluence every summer.  The Colorado River flows into Lake 



Powell where it is caught by the Glen Canyon Dam and used to make electricity.  
When it leave the electric plant it continues on into the Grand Canyon in Arizona.   
 
 The San Juan River flows through the southern part of the county and the 

county is named for the river.  The San Juan River is a major 
drainage in the northern portion of the southwest United States. It 
begins in Mineral County near Wolf Creek Pass northeast of 
Pagosa Springs, Colorado.  It flows southwest into Navajo Lake 
near Aztec, New Mexico and then west through Farmington, New 
Mexico past the Four Corners National Monument and north into 
our county past Aneth, Montezuma Creek, Bluff, and Mexican 
Hat before reaching the Great Goosenecks of the San Juan (see 
page XX).  It finally reaches Lake Powell northwest of Oljato (see 
page XX).  The river is one of the fastest 
flowing rivers in the US but does not have 
many rapids and is fun to float.  Visitors 

come from all over the world to play on the San Juan in the 
summer.  
 
 

THE FIRST PEOPLE IN SAN JUAN COUNTY 
 
 The people who lived in southeast Utah hundreds of years ago are called the 
Ancient Ones or the ancient Pueblo people.  They were people who lived in houses 
made of mud and straw.  They lived here until 1300.  Two thousand years ago they 
began to farm and build small towns or villages.  At first they lived in caves, then 
they moved to ‘pit houses’ that were below ground level, then they began to build 
stone houses above ground.  You can see ruins of their homes and villages at Edge 
of the Cedars State Park & Museum in Blanding.  The museum shows pottery and 
basket they made.  These people chipped images into the rocks - we call those 
images rock art or petroglyphs - by chipping away the darker outer layer to reveal 
the lighter layer beneath.  Another method they used was to paint images on the 
rocks - these are called pictographs.  

This image is a 
pictograph.  It is painted 
on the surface of the 
rock. 

This image is a 
petroglyph. It is chipped 
into the darker layer of 
the rock.  



 The ancient people who lived in southeast Utah made pottery like 
the pictures above.  The pots were used for cooking and storing food. 
They were painted with colorful designs.  Many have been found buried 
near ruins.  The people also made baskets from 
reeds and grasses which were used to carry food 
and other items.  The picture at the right shows the 
reeds and grasses used to make a basket and how 
the weaver begins to make the form.  A finished 
basket is also shown.  The ancient people made 
tools and weapons, too.  All they had available to 
them to create things they needed to live were from 
the world around them.  They used reeds and 
grasses, wood, stone, and dyes made from plants.  They wove sandals 
from natural fiber, made throwing sticks or ‘atlatls’ from wood and grass 
fiber.  How an atlatl is used is shown in the picture below.  

The throwing stick or atlatl and a dart or pointed spear were used as a 
hunting tool before the invention of the bow and arrow.  The atlatl gave the 
person throwing more power to throw the spear farther.  



 Edge of the Cedars State Park & Museum displays many pots, 
baskets, tools, and other items left by the ancient people.  The museum is 
a very good place to learn about the Ancient Ones and to see the bits of 
their lives that were left behind.   

This is a picture of what we think was a 
medicine basket.  It hold items that may 
have been used to heal people of illness  
or injury.  

This picture is of wooden plates that are 
unique.  They would have been used like 
you use plates for dinner.   

These knives are also unique.  They have 
wooden handles and stone points which 
are made like spear points.  

This is a ladle like the one we use to dish 
soup from the pot to the bowl.  This ladle 
is made of clay and fired with designs 
inside the spoon part.   



This is a special basket that is covered in 
pitch to make it water-tight, that means 
that it won’t leak. These baskets were 
used to hold water.  

This is what an ancient artifact looks after 
it is found but before it is removed from 
the ground.  This is a large jar pained with 
black and white designs.  It was buried 
hundreds of years ago.  

This is visible storage at Edge 
of the Cedars State Park.  The 
items are kept in a locked area 
but you can see them.  There 
is a computer you can use to 
learn more about the items you 
see through the glass.   



This is a picture of one of the walls in the 
ruin at the Edge of the Cedars State Park 
& Museum.  The walls are built of rocks 
which have been chipped so they fit 
closely together.  The ancient people were 
good masons.  

This is a the ladder leading into the kiva or 
ceremonial room at the ruin.  These 
rooms were probably used like church 
and for community gatherings. You can 
climb down this ladder into the kiva.  

This is more of the ruin at the museum.  
There were many walls and rooms, 
some on top of each other.  The rooms 
were roofed with round sticks laid first 
one direction then the other.  It was 
finally stuccoed to keep out the 
weather.  The entire ruin would have 
been covered with stucco and would 
have looked smooth.  



SAN JUAN COUNTY CULTURES 
 

 
 The Navajo, Ute, Hispanic 
(Spanish), and Anglo (white) cultures 
all live in San Juan County today.  The 
earliest people to live in the area were 
the ancient Pueblo people we just 
learned about.  The Navajo and Ute 
people arrived here after the Pueblo 
people left sometime around 1300.  It 

is believed the Navajo people came from the northwest part of the United 
States.   The Ute people came from Colorado and Wyoming areas.  The 
Hispanic people arrived sometime in the mid-1700s when they herded 
cattle from the Santa Fe.  They traveled the Old Spanish 
Trail from New Mexico through southeast Utah and on 
to where Green River, Utah is now.  The trail then turned 
west and continued to what is now Salina, then south to 
where St. George is today and on across Nevada into 
California where the trail ended at what is today Los 
Angeles.  The Anglo people arrived when traders and 
trappers came in the early 1800s.  They were followed 

by cowboys, outlaws, ranchers and 
farmers and by the late 1800s small ranching settlements 
were in La Sal.  The first real town was Bluff where, in the 
late 1800s, Mormon people came from the southwest part 
of the state.  They crossed the state from Parowan in 
1879 by traveling the Hole-In-The-Rock Trail.  It took 
them six months to travel across the state.  They crossed 
mountains and deserts and carved a steep trail down the 
cliff to cross the Colorado River south of what is now 
Halls Crossing Marina on Lake Powell.  Many people visit 
the Hole and are amazed at the work it took to build the 

trail.   
 
 These cultures live today in San Juan County.  The different lifestyles 
make the county an interesting place. 
 
 



SCHOOLS IN SAN JUAN COUNTY 
 Just like the town where you live, we have pre-schools, elementary 
schools, high schools, and colleges.  There are seven elementary schools 
here in Blanding, Bluff, Halls Crossing, La Sal, Mexican Hat, Montezuma 
Creek, and Monticello.  There are six middle and high schools in Blanding, 
Montezuma Creek, Monticello, Monument Valley, and Navajo Mountain.  
There are two colleges in Blanding - The College of Eastern Utah, a 
branch of the campus in Price; and Utah State University, a branch of the 
campus in Logan.  If you want to know more about our schools, look at the 
web site: www.sanjuan.k12.ut.us. 
 

AGRICULTURE 
 
 San Juan County has relied on agriculture since the beginning.  
Even the ancient people were farmers, growing beans, squash, corn, and 
other crops.  They also kept turkeys and perhaps other animals for food. 
Today, farmers mainly grow wheat which is planted in 
July and August.  It begins to grow before the snow 
falls, sits under the snow all winter, and grows again 
in the spring.  You will see farmers in the fields in the 
spring and summer with large tractors and 

harvesters.  Ranchers raise cattle here.  
The cattle are kept at lower elevations in 
the winter and moved to high mountain 
pastures for summer grazing.  The cattle are rounded 
up in the fall and sold.  Some become the hamburger 
you eat.  Cows are kept and bred to have calves in 
the spring.  The ranchers still ride horses but many 
also use ATVs for work.  Many people in the county 
grow home gardens or raise fruit trees and can or 
freeze produce for family use.    

 
 

SAN JUAN COUNTY EMPLOYERS 
 

 Many people in San Juan County work for the federal, state, county, 
or city government.  The hospital and health care employ many people.  
The school district offers many jobs.  A large number of people work in the 
Aneth Oil Field.  Tourism is a major employer.  There are many small 
businesses and stores, doctors’ and dentists’ offices.   



SAN JUAN COUNTY FACTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAND AREA IN ACRES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AVERAGE PRECIPITATION 

The amount of moisture in the rain and snow is 10.16 inches per year. 
Monticello receives the most moisture at 14.9 inches per year. 
Mexican Hat receives the least moisture at 6.2 inches per year. 

COMMUNITY ELEVATION 
ANETH 4,300 FEET 

BLANDING 6,036 FEET 

BLUFF 4,380 FEET 

LA SAL 7,000 FEET 

MEXICAN HAT 4,350 FEET 

MONTEZUMA CREEK 4,300 FEET 
MONTICELLO 7,069 FEET 

MONUMENT VALLEY / OLJEE`TO 5,200 FEET 

NAVAJO MOUNTAIN 6,500 FEET 

WHITE MESA 6,036 FEET 

8,103 SQUARE MILES 5,154,534 ACRES 
FEDERALLY MANAGED 
LANDS 
National Park Service, Bureau of 
Land Management, US Forest 
Service 

3,112,171 ACRES 

INDIAN NATIONS 1,220,846 ACRES 
INDIAN TRUST LANDS 25,117 
STATE OF UTAH LANDS 406,415 
PRIVATE OWNERSHIP 406,367 



1960 9,040 
1970 9,606 
1980 11,800 
1990 12,621 
1995 13,494 
2000 13,500 
2006 14,460 

POPULATION - The number of people living in the county. 
There are only about 2 people per square mile living in San Juan County. 

LEAP INTO 
LEARNING! 

EDGE OF THE CEDARS 
STATE PARK & MUSEUM 

Offering tours for grades 4-6 including 
hands on experiential learning about 

Navajo weaving, corn grinding, artifacts. 
Explore the ruin! 

EDGE OF THE CEDARS 
STATE PARK & MUSEUM 

660 WEST 400 NORTH 
BLANDING, UT 84511 

435-678-2238 



THE DINOSAUR MUSEUM 
754 South 200 West 
Blanding, UT 84511 

435-678-3454 
Winter: 435-587-2094 

 
See giant logs that were trees 

before the dinosaurs lived! 
See dinosaur models, skeletons, 

skin, eggs, footprints,  
and sculptures. 

 
Visit the History Hall of  

Dinosaur Movies! 

Realistic sculptures of dinosaurs 
from the Four Corners area and 

from other parts of the world are on 
display at The Dinosaur Museum. 
See a Tyrannosaur from Mongolia. 

 
Open to the public from  

April 15 through  
October 15. 

 
Student groups are encouraged to 
visit.  The schedule is flexible and 

the fee is nominal.  



THE LEGEND OF KOKOPELLI 
 
 Kokopelli is a legendary flute player.  His image is found all over the 
southwest in ancient rock art.  Archaeologists (people who study the 
ancient past) believe his story came form an Indian tribe in the Andes 
Mountain of South America.  The legend says that he came to the people 
of southeast Utah around the year 700.  He is most often drawn with a 
hunched back but that could have been a drawing of a pack he carried.  
Some people believe that he was a trader who carried seeds, turquoise, 
shells, and other items for trade between the people of southeast Utah 
and those of Mexico and South America.  It is said he brought joy and 
harmony to the people he visited.  
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This is a field of Lupin in bloom with the Abajo Mountains in the background. 

This is a view from a mountain road in the Abajo Mountains. 



This is a ladder into a 
kiva.  The kiva is at the 

Three Kiva Ruin in 
Montezuma Canyon. 

The ruin is of a village 
where people lived 

hundreds of years ago. 

This is an ancient cliff 
dwelling that people lived 
in hundreds of years ago. 
Many such dwelling are in 

San Juan County.  



This is a picture of a 
group floating the San 

Juan River.  The canyon is 
deep and the river runs 

fast.  People enjoy 
floating the river in the 

summer.  

This is a picture of 
children standing in an 

arch in San Juan County. 
It looks like they are on 

the edge but they are safe. 
Many arches are in the 

county.  



This is Wilson Arch.  It is along US Highway 191 and can be 
easily seen by travelers.  You can climb into the arch on a trail 
from the sign.  The arch is so big a big truck would fit inside. 

This is the arch in Arch Canyon.  Can you see the 
arch in the center of the picture?  Arch Canyon is 

a popular ATV route.  



This is a storyteller at the annual Storytelling Festival in 
Blanding, Utah.  Storytellers come from all around the Four 

Corners to tell stories from their culture.   
This woman is a Navajo storyteller.  

These are children just like you who are part of the annual 
Storytelling Festival in Blanding.  They learn how to tell 
stories and have fun sharing the stories with each other  

and with the audience. 



These are huge balloons on the ground as air is being blown 
into them so they can fly!  They are part of the annual Bluff 

Balloon Festival that happens in January when the air is clear 
and calm.  The balloons fly in Valley of the Gods.   

This is a balloon flying at the Balloon 
Festival. They soar very high over the 

valley and among the rock cliffs.  



Bluff is a very old town.  This is the ruin of the original fort that 
was built when the town was established.  See the sod roof that 

was made from dirt.  The walls were made from logs.  

This is a copy or replica of the first meeting house in Bluff. 
The building was used for church, town gatherings, and 

parties.  This building is part of an historic park that is being 
built in Bluff so we can see what life was  

like in the late 1800s.  



This is a picture taken from an 
airplane.  It is of Comb Ridge 

which is on the right side of the 
picture.  Comb Ridge is a huge 

cliff that kept people from 
traveling across it until the 

highway was built in the late 20th 
century.  The green ribbon in the 

center of the picture is Comb 
Wash where water runs in the 
spring and early summer.  The 

rest of the year it is dry. 

State Highway 95 now cuts through Comb Ridge and allows us to 
drive east and west across San Juan County.  You can see how 

high the cliffs are on either side of the road. 



This is a view of the Abajo Mountains from the east.  
Most of the land is farmed and grows wheat. 

This is “The Man With The Hat,” a rock formation near 
Natural Bridges National Monument.  He looks like he is 

smiling, doesn’t he? 



Many roads in San Juan County are gravel.  This road 
is near the community of La Sal.  The La Sal 

Mountains are in the background. 

There are still cowboys and cowgirls in San Juan 
County.  These cows are traveling along the road going 

from summer pasture to winter pasture. 



These cows are in their summer pasture on the mountain. They 
spend the summer there wandering from area to area.  In the fall 

the rancher gathers them and brings them down to lower 
elevation for the winter.  Cows don’t mind walking in mud! 

These are pictures of Mexican Hat Rock 
near the community of Mexican Hat. The 

rock looks like a sombrero or Mexican 
cowboy’s hat with a very wide brim. 



This is a picture of Pioneer Park in Monticello.  Here you 
can see what kind of houses people lived in when 

Monticello was first built in the late 1800s. 

This is a mountain road near 
Monticello.  There are many 
wildflowers in the summer. 

This is also a mountain road 
near Monticello.  The aspen 
trees make a soft, rustling 

sound when the wind blows. 



This is a Navajo weaver in front of a rug she is making.  The 
weaver uses a very old style loom to weave the rug.  You can see 

that there is some of the rug pulled up behind the part she is 
working on.  This rug is close to being finished.  

Many Native American artists in San Juan 
County make beautiful baskets. These are 

Navajo Wedding Baskets. 



These pictures are all from Canyonlands National Park  
which is in San Juan County.   

Druid Arch Molar Rock and Angel Arch 

Driving a 4-wheel drive over Elephant Hill 

Rock Art called “Thirteen Faces” 
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