
San Juan County

�e World’s Greatest Outdoor Museum!
Rainbow Bridge National Monument is found along the shore
of Lake Powell within Glen Canyon.  It is the world’s largest 
natural stone bridge.  
Resemblance to a rainbow gives 
the bridge its name as it rises 
above the stream which �ows
from Navajo Mountain. Tours
to Rainbow Bridge leave from 
the marinas on Lake Powell. A 
two day hike also accesses the 
bridge from Navajo Mountain.  

Hovenweep National Monument is truly a gem in our outdoor
museum and o�ers the experience of exploration among its ruins
and hidden rock art. �e monument shelters structures built by
the Ancestral Puebloan people who lived in this area hundreds of
years ago. �e remaining towers 
make 0Hovenweep unique in the 
Four Corners region and are the 
focal point of the park. Some are 
square some circular; all are 
intriguing. �e masonry at the
park is as skillful as it is beautiful.
Even the cli� dwellings at Mesa
Verde NP are not so carefully constructed. 

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area (Lake Powell) is deep
canyons and red rock. Activities include hiking, boating, �shing,
exploring, camping, and remote challenging back-country 
adventure. Crystal clear night skies, sparkling blue water, excellent
�shing, intriguing canyons await.
Water craft of all kinds is available.

Utah’s Canyon Country!

Canyonlands National Park Needles District is named for an
area of tall, slender sandstone towers, like the one shown below, 
which harbor miles of interconnecting trails and stunning 
scenery.  4 wheel drive roads lead to campsites, trailheads, and 
park attractions. Many popular trails can be reached with a 
highway vehicle.  Squaw Flat Campground, Wooden Shoe Arch 
Overlook, Cave Spring, the Roadside Ruin, and Big Spring 
Canyon Overlook are all found on paved roads. Hiking and 4 
wheel drive trails are throughout the park. Short walks, day hikes
and longer backpacking
opportunites abound.

Natural Bridges National Monument, named the �rst 
International Dark Sky Park, shelters three of the world’s largest
natural stone bridges. Sipapu Bridge, seen in the photo below, is
tall enough to rise above our nation’s capitol building in
Washington, DC.  �e bridges
were formed by stream action in
the bottom of White Canyon. 
Each bridge is accessible by foot
trail and a day hike follows a 
trail through the canyon bottom 
reaching all three bridges.  

�e National Monument Night
Sky Ranger holds regularly 
scheduled night sky programs 
during the summer months.

NATIONAL PARKS & MONUMENTS

Four Corners Monument is the only place in the USA where
four states share a single point on the compass. Utah, Arizona,
New Mexico, and Colorado meet at this 
point. �e visitor centeris open year-round. 
Vendors o�er jewelry, crafts, and traditional
Navajo food.

NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBAL PARKS

US FOREST SERVICE AREAS
Manti La Sal National Forest  Found in two small, isolated 
mountain ranges in San Juan County, the Nartional Forest rises 
to over 12,000 feet (3,658 meters) 
in elevation and supports pine, �r, 
and aspen forest while adding 
contrast to our red rock canyons. 
Hike, jeep, bike, ATV, ride 
horseback along trails leading to 
sweeping views of the Four 
Corners region. 

BLM - BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AREAS
Newspaper Rock Recreation Area, a large 
rock art panel along Indian Creek, is a 
perfect place for a picnic and to view 
petroglyphs from the many people who have 
lived in the canyon over hundreds of years.

Comb Wash, Comb Ridge, & Cedar Mesa all shelter 
ancient home sites and rock art. Cedar 
Mesa o�ers hiking through one of the 
world’s largest living groves of juniper 

trees and is a centerpiece of our outdoor 
museum with many ruins and rock art sites.

Moument Valley Navajo Tribal Park sweeps across the 
border between Utah and Arizona and is one of the mos photo-
graphed places on earth. �e classic western scenery, 
unsurpassed beauty, and stunning 
red rock formations are best seen 
in the morning ane evening when 
the sun drapes intense color over
the rocks and desert. Tour with 
a native guide, shop for authentic
native art, and view Among the
Monuments and Earth Spirit, 
shown regularly at Gouldings Lodge. Visit the museums at the
lodge and at the Navajo Park headquarters.

Canyon Rims Recreation Area o�ers scenic 
overlooks of stunning canyons. Enjoy 

camping, hiking, biking, rock climbing,
and 4 wheel or o� highway vehicle trails.

 Grand Gulch Primitive Area is a 
permitted hiking district through a large
canyon system. Puebloan ruins and rock 
art provide interesting day hikes or weeks 
of adventure. Truly an outdoor museum
of the culture that once thrived in the canyon.

Valley of the Gods o�ers views of freestanding sandstone 
monoliths, delicate spires, and long rock 
‘�ns’ with fanciful names such as Lady In 
A Bathtub and �e Seven Sailors.

STATE PARKS
Edge of the Cedars State Park & Museum is the only federal
archaeological repository in the Four 
Corners region.  �e museum showcases
cultures dating back 11,000 years. Enter
a residence built over 700 years ago and
delight in the museum’s exhibits of items
used daily in the lives of the Ancestral
Puebloan people. Host of special events,
shows, and exhibits throughout the year.

Goosenecks State Park sits on the canyon rim high above the 
Goosenecks of the San Juan 
River over 1,000 feet (305 
meters) below. �e river is one 
of the most striking examples 
of an entrenched river meander
in North America. Over 300 million years of geology is spread 
below the viewpoint along with the sinuous river �owing over 
6 miles while advancing west only a mile.

MUSEUMS & PRE-HISTORY
San Juan County is virtually an outdoor museum of ancient ruins
and rock art. But we also o�er very good examples of indoor 
museum facilities, including Edge of the Cedars.  Gouldings
Lodge provides a museum in the original trading post in 
Monument Valley. �e Blu� Fort explains the lives of the 
1880s Mormon pioneers to this part of the state. �e Pioneer 
Museum/Visitor Center o�ers a look at historic items from the 
community of Blanding. Huck’s Museum in Blanding exhibits a 
large private collection of Puebloan artifacts. �e Dinosaur 
Museum, also in Blanding, goes even farther back in time and 
displays paleontology including feathered dinosaurs and a
Hall of Fame for dinosaurs in �lm. �e Frontier Museum in 
Monticello presents items from the early homes on the Great 
Sage Plain. �e Hole-In-�e-Rock Home is a unique look at a 
residence built in the red rock early in the twentieth century.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Charlie DeLorme, Director
San Juan County Economic Development & Visitor Services
Utah’s Canyon Country!
PH: 435-587-3235, Ext: 4138  FAX: 435-587-2425
Text/Voice/eMail Global Blackberry: 435-459-0160
delorme@sanjuancounty.com

Dead Horse Point State Park towers 2,000 feet (610 meters) 
above the Colorado River & 
reveals stunning views of the 
canyons below and Canyonlands 
Natiional Park. �e Rim Walk 
�ollows the mesa edge and a 
nature trail informs walkers 
about the desert enviornment. 




